
Personal Space 
bubble! 

Tiered Social Story & Activities 



Credits! 
Educlips:  www.educlips.com 
Melonheadz:  www.melonheadsllc.com 
Pink Cat Studio:  www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/Pink-Cat-Studio  
Ashley Hughes:  www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ashley-Hughes-Design  
Glitter Meets Glue:  www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Glitter-Meets-Glue  
Teaching in the Tongass:  www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-in-the-Tongass  
Image Boutique:  www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Image-Boutique  
Teachers Resource Force:  www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teachers-Resource-Force  
Kari Bolt:  www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kari-Bolt 
	

Uses: 
	

1.  Print or Display on Computer or iPad. 
2.  You can also customize it for your students on the TPT 

Digital Platform and assign it in Google Classroom. 
3.  It can be used during teletherapy with digital annotation.	

	

http://www.educlips.com
http://www.melonheadsllc.com
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/Pink-Cat-Studio
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ashley-Hughes-Design
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Glitter-Meets-Glue
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-in-the-Tongass
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Image-Boutique
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teachers-Resource-Force
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kari-Bolt


Thank you for your interest in products from		
Badger State Speechy 

Most of my products are half-off for the first 48 hours!  Subscribe to my newsletter 
to be the first to know about new products and receive subscriber-only freebies.. 

Check out my Boom Learning Products too! 

Click below to Connect with Me! 

2020 Badger State Speechy 

Newsletter 

https://www.badgerstatespeeechy.com/freebies/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKKX1sPDV4WP8x-wrEszCfQ?view_as=subscriber
https://wow.boomlearning.com/author/badger-state-speechy?collection=Decks&sort=publishDate&order=-1
https://www.instagram.com/speechybadgerstate/
https://www.badgerstatespeeechy.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/badgerspeechy/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Badger-State-Speechy


More Personal Space Products from  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Boom-Cards-Personal-Space-Elementary-distancelearning-5590670
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/distancelearning-Teach-Personal-Space-Middle-and-High-School-Social-Skills-2805886


 Products for Individuals with Autism 
 

from 

and more! 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/distancelearning-Growth-Mindset-for-Younger-Children-Beautiful-OOPS-3563345
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Crossing-the-Street-and-Parking-Lot-Safety-Social-Story-and-Activities-1238112
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Emotional-regulation-How-Big-is-the-Problem-3044081
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/distancelearning-All-Body-Listening-for-Elementary-3389300
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Visual-Schedules-and-Cards-Editable-Bundle-2x2-3931157


Tiered Teaching Stories:  Personal Space Bubble 
Materials: The “Personal space bubble” teaching story (color or b&w). 

Two versions (pre-k to Grade 2 and Grades 3-5) 
Objectives:  To teach the concept of a “personal space bubble.” To improve perspective-

taking skills, to improve self-awareness of how a student is interacting with peers. 
 

Directions 
 

1.  SLPs, therapists and teachers can use the teaching story  for the following purposes:  to teach a  
lesson in a  social skills group and/or to address individual needs of a student who is invading the personal 
space of his/her peers.  General education teachers  can use the teaching story to teach a whole class or 
group lesson on personal space. 

2.  Ideally, the teaching story is read frequently to the student by the SLP, special education teacher 
 or  paraprofessional. Does the child have personal space challenges during certain parts of the day? 
Read the  story to the child BEFORE this challenging part of their day. 

3.  Then, when the child is observed invading the personal space bubble of a peer, an adult can gently  
remind  them using the language used in the story or show them a picture of the expected behavior. 

4.  Think about why this student is invading personal space. Are they seeking certain types of sensory 
input?  Do they not have sufficient language skills to interact with their peers verbally?  Are they 
getting a big  reaction from their peers that keeps fueling this behavior?  I included portions on using 
language to interact  with peers in this story as I have found that many students need alternative ways 
of interacting with peers  taught to them. 



3 Personal Space  
During a Pandemic Posters 

Pre-K	to	Elementary	



  Personal Space 
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�



  Personal Space 
During a Pandemic 
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  Personal Space 
During a Pandemic 
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Personal  Space  Bubble  Teaching Story  
Pre-K to second Grade 

The pages are not numbered so you can pick and  
choose  the pages that apply to your students. 



Our Personal Space Bubble 
A Teaching Story 



 Personal Space 
is like a big bubble. 

You can’t see the bubble! 
It surrounds our bodies. 
It makes us feel safe. 



 Put your arms out like the  

That is your personal space bubble. 
letter t. 



 our Bubble is for us!  

This girl is in his bubble!  Too close. Does he like it? 
No-one else should be in our bubble. 

Space 
Invader! 



         our Friends like it when we stay  
Outside their bubble! 

Yippee! 
She’s not too 
close to me! 



            THERE ARE TIMES when we have to Work 
Hard to stay in our own bubble 

In lines, we keep our hands close to our own bodies. 



These children are keeping 
their hands by their 

bodies! 

These children need some 
Reminders!  Too Close! 



When we get too close to friends,  
they don’t feel safe.   

They have worried thoughts about us. 

He’s too  
close with that 

pencil! I’m 
worried! 



When our hands get close to their faces,  
they might get hurt.   

Then, they might not want to be our friend. 

Here she 
comes. 

I’m scared!  
 

Ouch!  Stop, 
that hurts! 



We can get attention from others in a friendly way.  
We can use our words and talk to them! 
They will have happy thoughts about us! 

I’m drawing you 
a picture! 

Thanks!  Let’s 
play on the 

swings later. 
 



We need to keep our personal work spaces at 
school clean. 

Don’t mess up the space of your classmates! 



Pinching, kicking and throwing things  
make our classmates have scared and worried thoughts… 

about us! 



We can stay outside of our friend’s bubble 
and still have fun with them!  



 Be a Super Friend! 
Stay out of the bubble! 



3 Personal Space  
During a Pandemic Posters 

Grades	3-5	
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Personal Space Bubble 
Teaching Story 
Grades	3-5	



! 

Our Personal  Space Bubble! 
A Teaching Story 



! 

We all have an invisible bubble 
around us! 

Other people don’t want us inside their bubbles. 

Only close friends and family should be inside our 
bubbles. 

This classmate 
is too close! 

He makes 
me  

uncomfortable. 



Casual friends, classmates and people you see daily  
should be an arms length away from you. 
People expect us to remember this rule! 

Following this rule helps others have safe thoughts  
about us! 

 
! 

That’s 
Better. 



Sometimes, we want our classmates to talk 
to or look at us. 

 
They expect us to stay outside of their bubble! 

If you want their attention, talk with them!  

Who is your  
favorite 

character? 



There are times when we have to sit or stand 
close to other students. 

 
In lines or at tables, we keep our hands near our own 

bodies, in our own bubbles.   
That helps others have safe thoughts about us. 



People get worried when we are too close.   
Pay close attention to a person’s facial expressions. 

 
If you see one of these clues, step away! 

Signs you are too close: 

The person has  
a worried or 
irritated
facial  

expression. 



signs you are too close: 

When a person 
leans away from 
you, it means 
they are 

uncomfortable.



Family, people you know well, 
and close  friends can be in our 

personal space bubble. 

Classmates, 
  and people  we don’t know well 

should be at an arms' length 
from us! 

So, remember what people 
expect of us! 



Personal Space Sort Pre-K to Grade 2 

Materials:  2 large pictures (personal space sorting mats), smaller pictures  
of children respecting or invading personal space bubbles. 
Goal:  to sort pictures of  children respecting and not respecting the 
personal space of others during various school activities (lining up, sitting on  
carpet,  playing outside, standing next to each other). 
 

Directions: 
 
1.  Place the personal space sorting mats on the table and review the  

examples (on the sorting mats) of students respecting and invading the  
personal space of others with your students. 

2.  Have student(s)  review and sort the smaller cards according to if they  
depict students respecting or invading personal space. 

3.  Help student(s) generalize the pictures to their own individual needs. 
For example, does your student have personal space issues in the lunch  
line?  Then focus more time on reviewing the line pictures and talking  
about the times that student is in lines during the day. 

Badger State Speechy 



Personal Space Bubble Respect: 
Sorting Mat 



Personal Space Bubble Invasion: 
Sorting Mat 



Pictures of children inside and outside of personal space bubbles for 

“Personal Space Sort.” 
Let’s	play		
together!	



Pictures of children inside and outside of personal space bubbles for 

“Personal Space Sort.” 
	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	



What’s in the word bubble? 
For Writers! 

Materials: The sets of pictures (one has words written in the word  
bubbles and one has empty word bubbles).  The pictures can be laminated and  
you can use dry erase markers to write on them or print them and use a  
pencil.  Or use online with digital annotation. 
Objectives:  to increase awareness of how peers feel when a child invades 
their personal space bubble, to improve perspective-taking skills. 
 

Directions: 
1.  Show the student(s) the picture with the empty word bubbles first.  

Introduce the situations. 

2.  Ask student(s) to generate (or write) words for the word bubbles.  Use  
questions such as:  What are the children supposed to be doing?  What  
might one child be saying to the other?  How is he/she feeling?  What  
would you say to the child?  Is the child purposefully trying to hurt the  
other child? 

3.  Show students the picture with the words written in the bubbles.  
Compare their answers.  Are any of the words or messages similar to  
what your student(s) had generated? 



Picture 1:  What’s in the Word Bubble? 



Picture 1:  He Might be Saying… 

Stop it! I don't  
like that! 

   Get that pencil 
away from me! 

     I’m telling the 
teacher on you! 



Picture 2: What’s in the Word Bubble? 



Picture 2:  he might be saying… 

     I’m telling the 
teacher on you! 

Ouch!  You  
kicked me! 

Stay in your own 
          spot!! 



Picture 3: What’s in the Word Bubble? 



Picture 3: She might be saying… 

 Leave me alone,  
I'm working! 

Go back to 
 your seat! 

 Personal Space! 



Picture 4: What’s in the Word Bubble? 



Picture 4:  He might be saying… 

 That’s MY picture!!  Leave my stuff 
         alone! 

 You’re not very 
           nice! 



Picture 5: What’s in the Word Bubble? 



Picture 5:  She might be saying… 

 Those are mine!! You didn’t even ask 
        me first!! 

I don’t like that!! 



Picture 6: What’s in the Word Bubble? 



Picture 6:  She might be saying… 

 You’re scaring me!!  I don’t want to play 
    with you again! 

 Stop throwing 
stuff at me!! 



Picture 7: What’s in the Word Bubble? 



Picture 7:  He might be saying… 

 Knock it off!!  Can you stop 
that please?!! 

That’s really 
    annoying!! 



Cut	out	these	personal		
space	bubbles	along	the		
outside	AND	inside	of	the		
lines.	Use	them	on	any		

page	to	show	the	outline	of		
a	character’s	personal		

space.	



Personal Space Drawing Activities 
Tiered for writers and non-writers 

 
Materials:  Choose from the three personal space drawing activities (sitting on floor  

or carpet, standing up or in a line and in a classroom).  Give one drawing page to  
each student and a writing utensil.  Or use online with digital annotation. 

Goals:  For students to visualize and draw themselves respecting the personal space  
of others on the carpet, in a line and/or in the classroom. 

 
Directions: 

 
1.   Give each student a drawing page.  Choose the page that best meets their  
individual needs and most closely mimics the environments where they have 

difficulties respecting the personal space of others. 
2.  Have them draw themselves inside the personal space bubble on the worksheet. 
3.  Encourage students to share their drawing with others.  Discuss how the other  

students pictured are happy.  Would they be so happy if others were inside 
their personal spaces?  Have them write and draw inside the boxes how they feel  

when others respect their personal space in these environments. 
 

 



Personal Space on the Carpet! 
Directions:  Draw a picture of yourself sitting next to a classmate on the  

carpet.  Stay inside your own personal space bubble! 

Badger State Speechy 



How do your friends feel when you respect their personal space? 
 

  .	
Draw their picture on the left! 

Badger State Speechy 

Personal Space on the Carpet! 
Directions:  Draw a picture of yourself sitting next to a classmate on the  

carpet.  Stay inside your own personal space bubble! 



Personal Space in line! 
Directions:  Draw a picture of yourself sitting next to a classmate on the  
carpet.  Make sure there is enough space between you and your friends.! 

Badger State Speechy 



How do others feel when you respect their personal space? 
 
  .	

Draw	a	picture	on	the	left.	

Badger State Speechy 

Personal Space in line! 
Directions:  Draw a picture of yourself sitting next to a classmate on the  
carpet.  Make sure there is enough space between you and your friends! 



Personal Space in the Classroom! 
Directions:  Draw a picture of yourself sitting next to a classmate in the  

classroom.  Make sure there is enough space between you and your friends.! 

Badger State Speechy 



How do others feel when you respect their personal space? 
 
  .	

Draw a picture on the left. 

Badger State Speechy 

Personal Space in the Classroom! 
Directions:  Draw a picture of yourself sitting next to a classmate in the  

classroom.  Make sure there is enough space between you and your friends.! 



Is your student still a personal space invader? 

Try some of the following activities: 
1.  Do a lesson using Julia Cook’s book “Personal Space Camp. “ She also has a  

“Personal Space Camp Activity and Idea Book.” Both are available at  
www.amazon.com. 

2.  Use a hula hoop to depict the concept of personal space. When one person is  
in the hula hoop, there is room to move around. When two people are in  the 
hula hoop, it is cramped and uncomfortable. 

3.  Go through popular magazines and cut out pictures of people staying outside  
of other people’s personal space bubbles and pictures of people invading  
other’s personal space. Discuss the “exceptions” to the personal space rule, 
such as when we hug and kiss family or close friends. Getting close to those we 
love is acceptable! 

4.  If the student is not responding to other techniques, consider taking  
photographs or videos of him/her engaging in good personal space bubble  
practices during challenging times such as recess or rest-time. I don’t find it  
effective to take pictures of the actual student doing the negative behavior. 

http://www.amazon.com


Terms of Use 

 
This product is copyrighted. 

All rights are reserved by the author, and remain the intellectual 
property of Donna Miazga and Badger State Speechy, LLC.   

	
Copyright	remains	with	Donna	Miazga	and	Badger	State	Speechy,	LLC.		Your	purchase/

download	entitles	you	to	a	single	user	license	only	for	use	with	your	classroom	or	
caseload.		You	may	make	copies	as	needed	for	your	caseload.		Please	do	not	share	them	
with	others.	You	may	not	edit,	redistribute,	sell,	or	post	this	item	online	or	in	another	
location.	Violators	of	copyright	are	subject	to	the	penalties	of	the	Digital	Millennium	

Copyright	Act.	
	

	E	Learning:		Teletherapists	and	therapists	completing	e-learning	may	use	Badger	State	Speechy	
products	for	their	own	direct	services.	You	may	upload	the	portion	of	the	document	that	is	required	
for	the	student		to	complete	the	activity.	Please	do	not	upload	the	entire	download	to	send	to	your	
student.		You	may	digitally	provide	the	material	for	one	student	on	an	e-learning	platform.	You	may	

not	upload	any	documents	to	a	drive	available	for	access	to	all	students	and	parents	on	your	
caseload.		My	products	cannot	be	uploaded	to	a	school	website.	

2020 Badger State Speechy 




